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This fall, we’re looking at Harbor’s mission, which from the day we opened our 

doors fifteen years ago has been to do everything possible, by the grace and 

power of God at work in us, to Help People Find Their Way Back to God! 

 

The question becomes…how do we help people find their way back to God in the 

same way that God has worked in our lives to bring us back into His arms?   

 

To answer this, we’ve been looking at the lives of those very first Christians who 

lived out their love for Jesus in such practical and potent ways that Christianity 

swept the Roman Empire like a firestorm! We’ve seen how they became famous for 

their love and hospitality toward all regardless of culture, race, or social status. Next 

week, we’ll be looking at their commitment to mercy and justice!   

 

Of all the things that made these Christians so unusual, one stands out above 

the rest! We see this in the early accounts of the church recorded for us in 

Scripture as well as in the writings of ancient historians…   

 

Luke…who wrote the book of Acts, records that… 

 

“All the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 

They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in 

need.” Acts 2:44-45 

 

“All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they 

owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had.” Acts 4:32 

 

Over and over, these ordinary men and women whose lives had been transformed 

by Jesus Christ, selflessly and sacrificially shared their possessions with one 

another!  

 

50 years after Luke wrote the book of Acts, a 2nd century historian named Diognetus 

wrote a letter in which he described the peculiarity of the Christians.  

 

“The Christians are distinguished from other men neither by country, nor 

language, nor the customs which they observe (not a cultural religion)…But, 

inhabiting Greek as well as barbarian cities…and following the customs of the 

natives in respect to clothing, food, and the rest of their ordinary conduct, they 

display to us their wonderful and confessedly striking method of life…They have 

a common table, but not a common bed… They are poor, yet make many rich; 

they are in lack of all things, and yet abound in all…” Diognetus, 130AD 

 

Diognetus is saying, “What made the Christians so unusual was that in the Roman 

culture, people were radically generous with their bodies (promiscuous), but stingy 
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with their possessions. However, the Christians were radically generous with their 

possessions, and stingy with their bodies! They were weird!! 

 

Yet…it was this weirdness that caused entire families and communities to 

grow curious about Christianity and over time, to bow their knee to Jesus 

Christ as King! 

 

In the same way, I believe that there are very few things more questionable in our 

culture today than when individuals and communities who are completely 

committed to Jesus Christ live in a way that reflects the radical generosity of Jesus! If 

we will allow the Holy Spirit to shape in us Jesus’ heart of generosity…over time we 

will find people being drawn to Christ and doors being opened to share the hope we 

have in Christ!   

 

So today…I want to look with you at one text that shows us both the generosity 

of Jesus, and the generosity He longs to shape in us!  

 

Go with me to Matthew, chapter 14…beginning in verse 13.  

 

“As soon as Jesus heard the news, he left in a boat to a remote area to be alone. 

But the crowds heard where he was headed and followed on foot from many 

towns. Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had 

compassion on them and healed their sick.” Matthew 14:13-14 

 

Let me give you some context. Moments earlier, Jesus received news that his 

predecessor in ministry, cousin and good friend, John the Baptist, had been killed by 

King Herod. 

 

Upon hearing this, Jesus’ intention was to get away from the crowds so that he could 

quietly and privately grieve John’s loss. 

 

Yet, the crowds relentlessly pursued Him!  

 

Now, when Jesus saw the people coming, he didn’t say to his disciples, “Get back in 

the boat…we’ve got to get away from them! Or, “Why can’t they think of anyone but 

themselves during a time like this.” Instead, Jesus looked at the enormous crowd and 

had compassion on them, and immediately began healing their sick!  

One of Jesus’ best friends is violently taken from him, and yet Jesus keeps on 

giving!  

 

“That evening the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a remote place, and 

it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the villages 
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and buy food for themselves.’ “But Jesus said, ‘That isn’t necessary – you feed 

them.” Matthew 14:15-16 

 

Now…there are incredible implications for us here regarding what it means to 

practice Jesus-honoring generosity. But before we get there, I want to show you 

why, apart from Jesus’ miraculous work in our lives, we’ll find it impossible to give 

in the way Jesus demands!  

    

Let me point out, from the text, three barriers that will (at any moment) keep us 

from practicing Jesus-honoring generosity!   

 

Barriers to Generosity 

 

#1 – We Believe the Need is too Big 

 

Pay close attention to the interaction between Jesus and his disciples! These are 

logical, pragmatic guys who have scoped out the crowd, which including women and 

children probably exceeded 15,000 in number. They understand that there is simply 

not enough food to go around! Mark records in his gospel that the disciples went on 

to say… 

 

“We’d have to work for months to earn enough money to buy food for all these 

people.” Mark 6:37 

 

On the surface, their request of Jesus makes complete sense… “Send the crowd 

away so they can eat!” What makes absolutely no sense is Jesus’ response!  

 

“That isn’t necessary – you feed them.” Matthew 14:16 

 

Here’s what I want you to see! Because the need of the crowd exceeded the 

resources of the disciples, they concluded that the task at hand was impossible… 

Listen to their reply!  

 

 “But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish! 14:17 

 

Some of us never get around to Jesus-honoring generosity, because we know that 

the NEEDS WE SEE exceed our RESOURCES! We look at the world and see 

overwhelming issues such as global poverty, sickness and disease, or homelessness 

and injustice! Today, there are an estimated 153 million orphans who have lost at 

least one parent. The need is mind-boggling, and it seems that anything we might 

possibly do is nothing more than a drop in a bucket!  
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Come closer to home…the local church takes an incredible amount of resources to 

effectively serve the needs of a growing community, while at the same time taking 

the gospel out to people far from God! The need is so vast…and will always exceed 

our limited resources!  

 

As a result…many of us think the same thing as the disciples… “What can we 

possibly do? We only have five loaves and two fish…” (except we don’t say that…) 

 

 

“I’m a poor college student…I live on Ramen Noodles and Peanut Butter!” What 

can I do? 

 

“After we pay our bills at the end of the month, we barely have anything left 

over.” What effect can that have? 

 

“We’re in debt up to our eyeballs. How can we possibly give…when we’re 

giving everything to VISA?” 

 

“What difference will my meager gift make in the grand scheme of things?  

 

And all of these sound like good, logical reasons not to consider generosity! But 

Jesus won’t let us go there. Listen again to His words in verse 16! 

 

“You feed them!” (Repeat): “But we only have five loaves and two fish! “You 

feed them!” But…I don’t have much myself! “You feed them!” But…the need is 

so great! “You feed them!”  

 

The first obstacle is that paralyzes many of us from living generously is that the 

NEED IS TOO GREAT! 

 

 

#2 – Our God is too Small!   

 

You can’t necessarily see it in this text, but underneath the disciples request to send 

the crowds away was the simple fact that they didn’t even consider the possibility 

that Jesus was powerful enough to feed the crowd!  

This, in spite of everything they had witnessed Jesus do thus far, which Matthew 

records for us!  

 

In Matthew chapter 8 with a simple command! Jesus healed a man with leprosy, 

a physically and socially debilitating disease…GONE! 
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Days later, Jesus arrived at Peter’s house, healed his mother-in-law of a high 

fever, then spent the entire evening healing the sick and casting out demons!   

 

In chapter 9, Jesus told a paralytic to get up and walk…and the man jumped up 

and went home praising God! If God heals your paralyzed neighbor, you’re 

whooping!  

 

Jesus opened the eyes of the blind, restored the bodies of the deformed, and 

raised the dead!   

 

And the disciples had front row seats to it all!    

 

Yet, when it came time to feed a large crowd, they doubted! 

 

They doubted for the same reason that we have such a difficult time trusting God to 

provide for our most basic needs! It’s why when unexpected bills come in, we freak 

rather than rest! It’s why when it comes to generosity, we are cautious and 

calculating! It’s why we don’t pray and expect God to do more than we can imagine 

through our gifts!  

 

Like the disciples, we’ve seen Jesus from a distance, but haven’t allowed His 

presence and power to permeate our hearts so deeply that we actually believe He is 

able to do what we see Him doing all throughout Scripture!  

 

If we’re being honest, our problem isn’t that Jesus is too small…it’s that the box 

we put Him in (of our own unbelief) is too small! We restrict His ability to 

work because we lack the faith to believe He will!  

 

I love Jesus’ response to the disciples! He doesn’t chastise, “Why don’t you believe 

me…Come on! Haven’t you see all I’m able to do?!” No…but he also doesn’t let them off 

of the hook!  

 

“But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish! They answered. Bring them 

here, he said.” Matthew 14:17-18 

 

Some of us believe the need is too big (so we don’t give extravagantly). Many of us 

believe and live as if our God is too small to meet the need…to meet our needs! But 

Jesus simply says… Bring me what you have!  

 

*The final barrier that keeps us from living in radically generous ways that 

honor Jesus is that… 

 

#3 – We Can’t Imagine the Invitation at Hand 
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The disciples probably never imagined that Jesus would invite them to participate in 

such marvelous displays of his glory and power!  

 

In the same way, I wonder whether or not we grasp the truth that Jesus Christ, King 

of Heaven and Earth has invited us to be a part of what He is doing in our lives and 

in the world, right at this very moment!   

 

I’ll confess, it can be difficult to connect our faith in a God we can’t see to 

something so personal and tangible as money! Your stack of bills at home is 

real, your mortgage payment is real (try not paying it for a while)…you can 

view your online bank account and 401K from your phone right now! My kids 

are outgrowing their clothes…that’s real!  

 

Taking God at His word by trusting His promises given to us in Scripture can seem 

very difficult and intangible at times!    

 

*Which is why we don’t simply need a command to live generously! We’ll 

never talk ourselves into Jesus-honoring generosity! We need a shift of heart 

that can only come from a personal encounter with Jesus! 

 

 

Jesus as Creator: Do you know that the feeding of the 5,000 is the only miracle 

recorded by all four gospel writers! The only other events that every gospel includes 

are Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection!  

 

Most Theologians believe that the writers aren’t simply recording one of Jesus’ 

miracles here. They are showing us something about the identity of Jesus… 

“In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything 

through him, and nothing was created except through him…So the Word 

became human and made his home among us.” John 1:1-3, 14 

 

God himself, who made the world out of nothing…became human in the Person of 

Jesus Christ! In the same way, Jesus took a few loaves and fish and made essentially 

nothing into a meal fit for thousands! Jesus Christ is the Creator! 

 

 

And yet, the Creator goes on to die! Why? No other religion suggests that God dies 

for his people… 
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2 Corinthian 8:9 – “You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he 

was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you 

rich.”  

 

Jesus Christ was rich…but He became poor to make us rich! We were created to 

delight in God with our whole lives, and to rest in His sovereign provision! But we 

haven’t loved God like this, and we don’t rest in Him, do we? Instead of loving Jesus 

above all else, we love and worship the things Jesus made (we love our stuff, our 

lovers, our careers, one another). Instead of trusting Him, we grow suspicious of 

Him…we don’t believe He’ll meet our needs! Our sin of mistrust and idolatry causes 

our hearts to become self-sufficient and stingy, not generous!  

 

Yet, Jesus must have looked at us and said, ‘even if I have to lose everything to love 

them. Even if I have to die to bring them back into the Father’s arms, it will be worth 

it.’  

When you see that Jesus loved you that much, you’ll say, “Jesus…if you care for me 

like that…then I know I can trust you with my whole life! If you died for me…I can be 

sure that you will meet my physical needs! And if you defeated death, I can be sure that 

you are powerful enough to meet the needs that I see… 

 

The barriers that are holding us back from Jesus-honoring generosity will be 

demolished by the compassion and mercy of Christ… 

 

Application 

 

*I want to spend our last few moments asking you to imagine what Jesus could do in 

and through your generosity if you were willing to trust Him and bring Him what 

you have!  

 

God’s power working through your generosity could change the world…and 

I’m not just saying that! For centuries, the simple generosity of ordinary 

people like you and me has changed the world for the glory of Jesus 

Christ…and I want to show you one example of that! 

 

*Video (Summary) 

 

This week I want to encourage you to practice Jesus-honoring generosity by taking 

three simple steps!  

 

#1 – Invite God into your Generosity  
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“You must each decide in your own heart how much to give. And don’t give 

reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves a person who gives 

cheerfully.” 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

Have you ever asked the Holy Spirit of God how much He wants you to give? 

We tend to invite God into our getting, but not our giving!  

 

Start today! “Lord, I invite you into my finances…I’m really only inviting you into 

what is already yours!” 

 

If He leads you to give 2%...5%...10%...50%...do it joyfully! If he leads us to give and 

we don’t, that’s disobedience! If we give, but do so begrudgingly and not joyfully, 

that’s disobedience! Give what the Holy Spirit leads you to give…  

 

One way to know if it’s God who is leading you to give is to ask whether or not it 

costs you! If generosity doesn’t us…it’s not generous!  

 

The first step to Jesus-honoring generosity is to invite Jesus into our generosity!  

 

 

#2 – Bring What You Have!  

 

For many of us, our hang up with generosity is that we believe it’s something we’ll 

get around to one day…when we make more…when we owe less…when our income 

increases, or our expenses decrease! When I have more…I’ll give more! 

 

But Jesus didn’t ask His disciples to go find more…did He?  

Let me give you a timeless truth straight from Scripture! 

 

You cannot bring what you don’t have… 

But God cannot bless what you don’t bring! 

 

Two places to apply this!  

 

Bless three people this week! As you do…consider blessing someone by giving 

your resources to meet a need!   

 

Local church: It takes an incredible amount of resources to care for the needs of 

this growing community, and to take the gospel out to people far from God. The 

need will always exceed our means! We can’t possibly plant enough churches or 

send out enough people like Jen, Isaiah, and Diane! But if we are faithful and willing 

to bring what we have, God will bless and multiply it!  
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So Invite Jesus into your Generosity!  

Bring What You Have!! 

 

#3 – Rest in the Results!  

 

“Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves and 

two fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves 

into pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, who distributed it to the people. 

They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up 

twelve baskets of leftovers. About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to 

all the women and children.” Matthew 14:19-21 

Jesus simply took what little the disciples brought into His hands and blessed 

it, satisfying the hunger of the masses!   

 

When Jesus’ blessing collides with our offering, the result is transformational!  

 

Generosity Weekend – On one hand, anything we bring compared to the task at 

hand is the equivalent of a few loaves and fish...a handful of rice! But we don’t rely 

on our gifts…we rely on Jesus’ power to multiply our gifts!  

 

 

Community Call – You have no idea what God is able to do through you when you 

bring what you have to Him! Can you imagine a community so committed to Jesus-

honoring generosity that we were constantly giving away our resources to our 

neighbors, and friends, and to our local church! All the while praying and expecting 

God to do great things! 

 

It could change the world!  

 

 

PRAY 


